June 2020

Bylaws of Asian Pacific American Caucus Bylaws

A Related Group of The American Political Science Association

I. Name of the Caucus
         The name is Asian Pacific American Caucus (APAC) of the American Political Science Association (APSA).

II. Purpose of the Caucus

The purpose of APAC is to promote interest in the study of Asian Pacific Americans and politics.  The caucus also seeks to encourage communication among persons interested in race, ethnicity and politics within APSA, the Political Science community more broadly, and related disciplines.   

III. Governance of the Caucus

A. The Caucus will be governed by the Executive Council consisting of the co-Presidents, Secretary, Treasurer, and the Electronic Communications Committee.  The Council will also consist of the Standing Committees that are deemed necessary to establish by the Executive Council. Caucus business meetings will be held during the annual meetings of the American Political Science Association and the Western Political Science Association.
         B. The duties of these officers and standing committees are as follows: 

Executive Council: 

1) Fill all vacancies in any office including its own membership when vacancies occur before the end of the term until the next election.
2) Audit the annual report of the Treasurer.
3) Propose amendments to these by-laws or receive petitions for changes in the by-laws.
4) Make decisions and recommendations for any other business of the Caucus.
5) Interpret these by-laws.
6)   Lead major Caucus initiatives and assist in planning the APSA conference program.
         Co-Presidents: 

1) Chair the Caucus meetings at the Annual Meeting of the APSA.
2) Plan the APAC program for Annual Meeting.
3) Chair or select a chair for a nominating committee for Caucus officers and standing committees.
4) Plan the Caucus’s annual reception at the APSA conference. The reception may be co-sponsored with the APSA Committee on the Status of Asian Pacific Americans in the Profession and other Status Committees relevant to the Caucus.
5) Take other actions requested by the Executive Council or that are in the interests of the Caucus.
Secretary:  

1) Record the minutes at meetings of the Executive Council and APAC business meetings.
2) Maintain a record of the minutes from previous meetings of the Executive Council and APAC business meetings.
3) Communicate relevant information and external job postings to the Caucus membership. 

Treasurer: 

1) Maintain the financial records of the Caucus.
2) Communicate relevant information to the Caucus membership .
3) Prepare an annual report for presentation to the Caucus at the APAC business meetings.

Electronic Communications Committee: Develop and maintain the Caucus’s database, mailing list, e-mail listserv, and web site.

C. The election of officers should proceed as follows: 

1) Following the election of Caucus co-chairs during the annual meeting, Caucus co-chairs should organize a nominating committee consisting of themselves and at least two other members of the Caucus representing the diverse interests of the Caucus.  The nominating committee shall nominate a slate of officers that represents the diverse interests of the Caucus.  The final slate of nominations for co-presidents and co-program chairs should provide for equal gender representation (one male, one female member). The slate shall be listed in the Caucus’s listserv or otherwise distributed to the Caucus members so that the nominees are known prior to the Annual Caucus Meeting.

2) Any member of the Caucus may nominate candidates for any office or standing committee at the Annual Caucus Meeting, or by petition sent to the co-chairs prior to the meeting.

3) For offices for which no other nominations are received or made at the Annual Caucus meeting, the nominating committee's slate shall be considered elected and the officers shall assume office at the conclusion of the APSA Annual Meeting.  Offices that are contested shall be decided by a vote taken at the Annual Caucus Meeting.  The winner shall be determined by a majority vote of all members participating in the vote. The winners shall assume office upon election.
4) The membership of the Caucus should be informed of the election outcomes on the APAC listserv.

5) Questions or conflicts regarding any election should be settled by the Executive council.

D. The terms of Caucus officers are as follows: 

      
Co-Presidents: staggered two year terms 

      
Secretary: two years

Treasurer: two years 

Standing Committees: two years unless otherwise specified by the Executive Council.

Electronic Communications Committee: two years

IV. Membership in the Caucus 

A. Membership of the Caucus is free and open to all interested students, scholars, and practitioners of APA politics.  All members may participate in voting for officers.

B. Each Executive Council Member as well as all other members are suggested to contribute an annual amount to help with APAC expenses. They are advised to make a donation directly to the WPSA Fund for Asian Pacific Americans, set up to support the Caucus events and activities. After the administrative fee is imposed by APSA, all members must pay that fee on MyAPSA account of the APSA homepage.
V. Amendments to the By-Laws 

Amendments to these by-laws may be proposed by the Executive Council, by a 

majority vote of the participants at the Annual Caucus Meeting.

